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Commodore’s comments
Well where has the summer gone,
Sally and I hope you all got to
wherever you wanted to get and
enjoyed yourselves.
Back in June the Rally went well, all be
it a little low key, but the new layout
that we tried with the marquee
standing alongside the club house
seemed a popular decision.
The music provided by the “Rubydous”
however it is spelt went down well and

were heard singing at 02.00am in the
early hours of the morning.
It has been noticed that not many of
the members are using the club house
other than for the events and even the
events have been struggling to interest
more than about 30 people on
average. This is a shame as we have
got a fantastic asset which should be
used and enjoyed, remember most
Saturday nights throughout the year
the bar is open and usually around a
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dozen members are taking advantage
of the club. Even if you do not drink, it
should not stop you from coming out
to meet the other members.

Howard Weatherson where we
barbecued.

That’s me off my high horse.

Race night you can own a snail, a
race and bet on your favourite snail.

Sally, Janet, Bob and myself took
Seamoss on a cruise to York enjoying
the super weather for the full two
weeks.
On the first night we stopped at Trent
Lock and had a meal at the Trent Lock
pub, Jenny and Glen Westby-Gee our
president joined us for a great night.
The following day we cruised with
Terry Bull and his son Chris on Dude
Too all the way to Farndon and
stopped at the marina for the night.
We carried on our way on our own
stopping at Torksey, Keadby, Thorne,
Goole and Naburn. We spent 4 days in
York before returning via Trentfalls.
We met Glenis and Frank Hulme in
Newark and had a sociable drink with

Coming up

It will be £10.00 per person food on
the night will be a luxury ham or
Salmon salad followed by Eton Mess.
So come on there is no age limit! Mark
in your diary November 17th 07.00pm
first race at 07.30pm. All profit from
the night will be donated to two
charities - Type 2 diabetes and Brain
Cancer.
December 15th we are having a
Christmas Party and on the 16th is
the carol service with mince pies and
punch in the club house afterwards.
We hope to see you all there having a
good time, and if we do not see you
before have a Happy Christmas.
Happy Boating from.
Ian Hutchinson
Commodore

Club improvements
Hi all, just thought I would try and
string a few words together to update
you on some of the things that are
happening and what your committee is
considering and planning. If you have
been down to the club over the last
month you will have noticed the new
insulated container we have purchased
and thanks to some of our members
this has now got power and lighting
installed. I think the plan is to use the

container for storing the clubhouse
furniture should we need to create
more room for things like the AGM,
events, etc.
We have recently had the working
weekend, where a lot of work was
carried out such as some outside areas
cleared of rubbish and cleaned, some
of the electrical points have had slabs
laid around them so there is a nice
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area to stand when topping up the
electric meters, lamp post have been
painted and trees got pruned, all good
jobs to keep our club looking neat and
tidy.
The bar restoration is now complete
and is working well, we have Moretti
lager and Guinness on tap all the time,
and when we have events Vixen is also
available, along with a range of bottled
beers and spirits. I would ask all
members to come and use the bar
whenever they can as this is a valuable
source of income for our club, we also
need volunteers to operate the bar on
Saturday nights.

Looking forward we (the
committee)plan to upgrade the
clubhouse with new decor and
furniture as well as possibly new bifold
or patio doors to bring the outside in
but these plans are on hold for the
time being because we are looking at
overhauling the moorings with new
galvanised steel piling and nonslip
pontoons. The piling and pontoons are
in the process of being costed so we
can present these at the AGM for
approval.
Hope this information is useful
Howard Weatherson
Vice-commodore

Editorial
I’m delighted to report that the last
year has seen a significant increase in
the pioneering spirit when planning
cruises ! Members have been as far as
York and Ripon, the Wash, the Middle
Levels and the Severn not to mention
Alsace in spite of the fact that water
shortages and stoppages in the North
have impacted on cruising intentions.
When we were in the BCN it was clear
that many northern boats were
avoiding the northern closures and
heading south. There was a lot of hireboat traffic diverted from the “Four
Counties” to the Black Country.
Following on from my previous
remarks on water supply on the
Leicester Section I paid particular
attention to the weir settings on the
“Harboro” pound when we passed, The

only weir visible on the Harborough
Arm has an extra course of blue brick
on the weir apron but the weir at
Saddington was running when we
passed. The weir at Kibworth top was
barely wet. The clear implication is
that the water on the twenty –mile is
being run overnight but not much is
finding its way down to the Kibworth
locks. Boaters travelling south were
exhorting us to turn round and go
back! When we crossed the twentymile the cut was full to weir. See
forthcoming events, Andrew
Comerford C&RT hydrologist is
speaking to Nottingham IWA in
November.
C&RT have come in for a lot of
criticism this summer but I think we
have to expect that while we can
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criticise some of their decisions (poetry
on lock gates and a new logo?) they do
a pretty good job with the resources at
their disposal. The government grant
was never going to be enough to keep
the system up scratch. VNF the French
nationalised equivalent employ 4700
people and look after roughly twice the
mileage of waterways. This summer
saw lots of their routes closed due to
lack of water and breakdowns of
critical structures. I personally was
expecting much more radical changes
to the licensing system than those
proposed.

know how and assistance and thanks
also to you for registering for GDPR so
that you can enjoy this offering. If you
know anyone who has missed it please
encourage them to sign up!

It helps to know the difference
between “wisdom” and “knowledge” .
Knowledge is knowing that a tomato
is a fruit, wisdom is not putting it into
a fruit salad

Finally a big thank you to our
contributors to this edition of Soar
Points and to Teri Browett for her

John Wilkinson

Carbon Monoxide Alarms
The following is extracted from the
report to Midlands AWCC by Graham
Myatt who represents us on the Boat
Safety Committee
As I have some inside info, being your
rep. on the BSSAC, can I clarify the
position. Both EN 50291-1 2010 &
50291-2 2010 will be acceptable. BSS
recommends that if you have a -1
alarm that is in date then that is ok
but advises -2 when its due for
replacement. As it is going to be a
while before CO alarms become part
of the BS examination, the one
currently on sale at Aldi (according to
"Which" an excellent alarm) will be
acceptable. Do not use any with no
kite mark or EN number as some from
the Far East have been found not to
detect CO. Positioning is important.
Manufacturer's instruction trumps
every other instruction. See the BSS
advice on boats with separate cabins.

As for CO, CO2 confusion, all the
alarms I have seen actually say
"Carbon Monoxide" on them and I've
seen a few over the years. As I have
some inside info, being your rep. on
the BSSAC, can I clarify the position?
Both EN 50291-1 2010 & 50291-2
2010 will be acceptable. BSS
recommends that if you have a -1
alarm that is in date then that is ok
but advises -2 when its due for
replacement. Do not use any with no
kite mark or EN number as some from
the Far East have been found not to
detect CO. Positioning is important.
Manufacturer's instruction trumps
every other instruction. See the BSS
advice on boats with separate cabins.
As for CO, CO2 confusion, all the
alarms I have seen actually say
"Carbon Monoxide" on them and I've
seen a few over the years.
John Wilkinson
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Obituaries
Sadly this has been a bad year for
losing members.
Freda Hales was a life-long supporter
of the club also the scout movement
and The Old Union Canal Society. With
her husband Les they were well known
throughout the waterways fraternity.
She died following a fall at her
sheltered accommodation. She and
Les lived at Thurmaston on Aloha and
later boated on Aloma.
Shirley Harrison was married to
Peter and was very active in the
sixties and seventies when they
boated first on African Queen a
pontoon conversion (ask your
grandfather if you don’t know what
that was) and later on Phoenix (the
front end of a Bantock)
Ian Baker was Commodore twice
including a stint in 2008 when the club
was not in a good state. His hard work
and dedication were applied equally to
SBC and to the twinning association.
Ian had not enjoyed good health for a
few years but was always very
supportive of the work that Ann did
organising dinners every year for the
SBC.
Colin Sharpe joined the club with
his wife Christine and their three
children in the early 70’s. During his
membership he was a member of the
Committee, spent time as Honorary
Secretary and was Commodore in
1987.

Colin actively boated for many years
during his membership. As a very
practical man, he and Christine built
their first 17’ cabin cruiser (SCIPA) in
the early 70’s in the back garden of
their house, later in that decade
extending the boat to 25’ to better
accommodate the family. In the
1980’s they built a 43’ steel centre
cockpit cruiser also named SCIPA).
During the 1990’s Colin moved on
from the inland waterways and built a
ferro cement yacht which he and
Christine lived aboard in Spain for
around 9 years. In more recent years
Colin and Christine moved on to
caravanning in Spain.
Paul Sharpe

Roger Beardsmore who died
recently was an active member of the
club from the late 60’s until the 80’s
As we gathered this information we
heard of the Death of Michael
Faulkner at the end of October.
Michael and Fay really were stalwarts
of the club. They seemed to be ever
present at every social and boating
event until old age forced them to sell
their beloved narrow boat and
compromise with a caravan at Fradley.
They still maintained strong links with
the club at social events as they lived
nearby at Sutton Bonnington
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Introduction to Boating
In 2012 my dad who works with
young people and had been working
with ‘the narrow boat project’ was
invited to hire a Nottingham city
narrowboat. At this time the Olympics
were taking place in London, so the
council wanted to encourage
communities to use the waterways.
We went on this trip as a family and
invited our friends to join us. We had
a fabulous time and were taken aback
at the incredibly slower pace of life
and the amazing people and places on
our doorstep. A weekend felt like a
week away and we hoped we would
have the opportunity to do it again
sometime.

After looking on many websites and
visiting boats around the country we
came across Hagar a 40ft narrowboat
at the Normanton on Soar boat club.
We visited the boat and after speaking
to the owners it was clear to see that
it was very much loved having being
built in 1987 at Kegworth Marina by
the owners brother. After some
negotiating we finally purchased our
second boat. We knew we would miss
Misty but this was the start of our new
chapter.

Life carried on until May 2013 when on
a walk along the Erewash towpath my
parents stumbled across Misty, a 20ft
Cruiser. It had clearly seen better
days, however they could see the
potential and how this could be their
perfect getaway. It wasn't long until
we became the official owners of
Misty. We spent time making it our
own and learning the ropes along the
way!! It was a great starter boat. We
even managed a trip to Alrewas
negotiating the locks, meeting people
from all walks of life, learning to love
the waterways and even having a go
at fishing.

Hagar is currently moored at Mills
Dockyard on the Erewash canal
(where we first saw Misty) so each
weekend we have a choice on where
to go: The Erewash, The Trent and
The Soar where Normanton on Soar
boat club is where we purchased
Hagar from. We became members of
the club as it’s a great place to go as
there are many events to take part in,
including canoeing, sports activities
and just getting to know people. It’s
great to be a part of it and
experiencing all that it has to offer
with our fellow boating friends.

Although we loved Misty my brother
and I were slowly getting older and
needing more space as a family of
four, our thoughts then turned to
purchasing a narrowboat.

We had cushions and curtains made,
decorated the inside to our taste and
soon after we were able to set off.

For the first few trips we stayed local,
going to Shardlow and our home city
of Nottingham. We just wanted to
experience the new life we had with
Hagar and enjoy the idyllic
surroundings and the extra 20ft that
we purchased! We had many
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weekends away, until we had our first
summer trip in July 2016, undertaking
the Leicester Ring. It was a great
experience. We met some amazing
new friends, had great quality family
time and loved visiting the exciting
and different towns and villages. They
were all very pretty however when we
got to Leicester we saw a car that had
sunk in the river. How charming!
Tackling the locks was the most fun
part as my brother and I could see
who was the strongest (obviously it
was me) but most importantly
experience things we would have
never dreamt of doing. After our three
week trip, Hagar was back in its
moorings, ready for the new
adventures it was going to take head
on!
Last August we had another annual
trip in which we took on the four
counties and ventured to the
Llangollen. This was something I had
always wanted to do when we had a
boat as I had seen it on many
programmes and people had always
said how great it was.

And so all the tales were true, it was
magnificent and worth the long hard
days on the waterways. Crossing The
Pontcysyllte is by far my favourite
memory of the boat.

As seen in the picture the boat had
been a brown and white colour for
over 20 years. We finally decided a
few months ago it was time for a fresh
lick of paint, and so after much
deliberation over the colour scheme it
was painted. It is definitely now our
dream boat and we are looking
forward to the coming years of new
adventures.
Aneesa Salim 14 years old.
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CRT - What do you think?
Changes of regions, changes of staff,
changes of logo…. What next? I’m
sure many of us share a lot of
concerns about how our waterways
are changing. But are we being fair?
Should we be giving CRT a chance to
prove that they can indeed make a
great difference to our waterways, and
hopefully one which will suit all users
(including boaters!).
Having been involved with our
waterways for over sixty years and
been living on boats for fifty years. I
was sceptical about some of the
changes. So it was no surprise that
when I received two phone calls from
local residents, reporting a major
problem at a footbridge just beyond
the area of the Volunteer Group I
“oversee”, I really wasn’t very
optimistic about what I could do to
help. It was a Friday evening, after
CRT offices would have closed, when I
got the first call, telling me some
planks were missing from the platform
of the bridge. I looked on the CRT
website for the emergency number,
and didn’t find it, so had to resort to
0303 040 404040. When I got to the
bit of the recorded message which
gave the emergency phone number,
the line cut out.

phone was extremely helpful, and took
all the details, saying she would pass
it on to the local Duty Member of
Staff. I said she could pass on my
phone number, and thanked her, not
really expecting much to happen. A
few minutes later I received a call
from the local CRT person, who
wanted as much detail as possible. I
said I had photos of the damage on
my camera, and could send them if he
wanted me to. He said that would be
helpful in deciding what equipment
would be needed to sort the problem
out, so I duly sent them.

(Photo 1) Close up View

The next morning, I received a second
call about the bridge, so took the dog
for a quick walk to investigate, and
took some photos. Back to the
website, where I found the emergency
number (0800 47 999 47) to contact
after reporting an emergency incident
to the police, and decided to give it a
go. The person who answered the
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(Photo 4) Full repair

(Photo 2)- Distance view
In less than an hour I looked up-river and
saw that CRT had arrived by road. A
temporary repair with pieces of plywood
was carried out, so the bridge was once
again safe to use. Within a week, CRT
staff were back to carry out a full repair.

(Photo 3) Temporary repair

The incident, and the response I
received, really made me rethink my
opinion of CRT. I had been sceptical
about the move to reporting incidents,
etc at a national level, when in the
past I would have done this locally,
but I could not fault the way in which
all the CRT staff involved dealt with
what, in CRT terms, was really quite a
minor problem.
Many boaters have complained about
the way Canal & River Trust appear to
be engaging with everyone apart from
boaters, pointing out that many of the
non-boaters using our towpaths
actually want to see boats. They want
to see vibrant waterways, where boats
are tied up, many with crew chatting
to passers-by, and others are on the
move. I believe that CRT now realise
that they are not inclusive of all users
when they put out press releases,
articles, and so on, some of those
users may well disappear from the
waterways…. and then those
waterways would be less attractive to
many non-boaters. And worse still,
those waterways could revert to the
state that I remember many of them
being in, back in the 60s and 70s,
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When so many now pleasant
cruiseways were not navigable. CRT is
reliant, to a very large extent, on
Government funding, but how long will
this continue, with the current state of
affairs in this country. So we, as
boaters, need to get behind CRT when
they look elsewhere for funding,
because if we do not do so, our
lifestyle could be at risk.

What do you think? Do send you
thoughts to John Wilkinson.
Beryl McDowall
(Reproduced courtesy of ”Soundings”
NABO’s magazine)

Trent/Trent and Mersey Loop
Date:

Saturday 19th May, Temperature 22 degrees.

Distance:

10.6 miles.

This paddle route was first scouted by our
intrepid explorers Paul and Shane back in
February when the required dress of the day
was snow suits! This was the trial group paddle!
As with all these paddles the devil is in the
detail, parking was organised at The Canal Farm
Shop in Great Heywood and this gave us direct
access to the canal. A short paddle on the canal
and portage brought us onto the River Trent by
Essex Bridge.
This is a Grade 1 listed bridge, built around1550
and became the main packhorse route across
the river in this area!
So, the six of us then headed up the River Sow to
see if we could get a closer look at Shugborough
Hall, hard work against the current for about a
mile, but easier and quicker on the return journey
to the River Trent.
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There followed a leisurely paddle for a
further six miles on the meandering river
taking in the wild life that included heron,
kingfisher and buzzards along with a
multitude of ducklings, goslings and
cygnets.
Our lunch break was in the field where we
were to portage back to the canal, a nice
lunch even though the locals took a liking
to Perry's sandwiches!
Time to set off for the return journey with
just over 4 miles to go on the Trent &
Mersey Canal. Passing open fields and only
a few narrow boats as most were tied up
watching the royal wedding, two locks
paddled through and back to the car park at
the Canal Farm Shop.
Kit packed away, trailer loaded, and then off
to the cafe for well-deserved coffee, and the
delightful Victoria Sponge baked for the
occasion by Rob's wife was consumed with
gusto. A one-hour trip back to base and the
trailer parked ready for its next adventure.
Many thanks to Paul Sharpe for organising, Perry Chester, Shane Morgan, Rob
Lackey, Jon Jarkuilisz for making it a great trip. Of course, we all thank Mrs Lackey
for the fabulous Victoria sponge!
Report written by Graeme Young

CITY OF EUSTIS visits CITY OF BIRMINGHAM
Having – we hoped – finally sorted all
the problems on the boat, Hazel and I
decided it was time to commit to a
more serious cruise. By pure chance, I
spotted a note in Towpath Talk about
The Birmingham Canal Navigations
Society’s Explorer Cruise, which sets
out to conduct a group of boats
around the lesser-used parts of the
BCN. It sounded interesting, and so

we registered to join. We had little or
no idea what to expect...
The joining arrangements were for the
boats to meet up at Broad Street
Basin in Wolverhampton, and to
proceed from there on a defined route,
taking in not only the northern
sections of the BCN, but, it seemed,
quite a lot of pubs on the way.
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Now, before going too much further, I
need to mention some of the things
that we certainly didn’t know
beforehand; all you clever types can
skim through this no doubt.

FACTOIDS
Birmingham and the surrounding area
is on the top of a hill. The basic level
of the canal system is 473 feet above
sea level. So there is no easy way to
get there. You gotta go up the hill,
which means locks!

Despite what I’d believed since school
days, the Black Country does not
mean Birmingham and it doesn’t refer
to there being a lot of dirty industry. It
refers to coal, of which there was once
a lot in the Black Country. There has
never been any coal in Birmingham,
and Birmingham is not in the Black
Country. But industry needed the coal,
and that’s how the canal network
came into being.
Black Country residents speak a very
different dialect than do people from
Birmingham. Peas is pronounced
‘Pays’, and they might go to the
‘Sayside’ for their holidays. There’s
more, lots more, but I can’t remember
it. For further research, listen to Billy
Spakemon on Black Country Radio.
http://www.blackcountryradio.co.uk/

Korky the Cat, Desperate Dan and a
lot of saucy seaside postcards were
drawn by the late and great Charlie
Grigg, aka ‘Chas’...who came from the
Black Country. Bet you didn’t know
that one!
The BCNS isn’t just a boat club. It
exists to promote navigation on the
BCN, and members spend a great deal
of time and effort to keep the
waterways clear. They have a
workboat, and regularly visit
bridgeholes and other hotspots to
remove rubbish, supermarket trolleys
and so forth. Their website is well
worth a visit:
http://www.bcnsociety.co.uk/ . They
publish a list of known safe moorings,
see https://bcnsociety.com/moorings/
For an excellent map of the BCN,
where you can follow the travels
depicted below, go to:
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoythe-waterways/canal-and-rivernetwork/old-main-line
Now that your education is complete,
we can start describing the cruise.
Getting to Wolverhampton involved
the Trent & Mersey and the Staffs &
Worcester. This in itself was great for
us – we last cruised there in the
1970s, when we were avid canal buffs
but had to hire boats due to lack of
money and living a long way away.
Neither of these have changed, but we
do at least own a boat now! Revisiting old haunts, including Great
Haywood where we’d hired a boat
from (the yard is now derelict) was a
great pleasure.
We moored overnight between
Autherley and Aldersley Junctions,
ready to tackle the Wolverhampton 21

12

the next day. Advice received from
other boaters suggested that the flight
could be done in 3 hours, or maybe 4;
it took us 5 hours due to stuck paddles
(perhaps I need a stronger wife?)
slowing the locks filling. The short
pounds were very shallow, but the
scenery was quite pleasant, not as
industrial as we’d anticipated. The
Broad Street Bridge area of
Wolverhampton is now neat and tidy,
but there’s a lot of road traffic all the
time. Tip: Moor on the off side before
the bridge. The towpath side has rats
as big as cats. Facilities are just
through the bridge in the basin, which
was overwhelmed with 22 boats
suddenly gathering.
After a briefing, and drinks in the
Great Western, we set off next day.
Not far from Broad Street is Horseley
Fields Junction, where we swung left
onto the Wyrley and Essington Canal.
And, yes, it is curly... A long lock-free
run took us to Pelsall Common, a
lovely place to moor. Today it’s just
grass, but once it was full of foundries
and ironworks. En route there were
miles of reeds floating in the canal,
which built up on the bow and had to
be cleared frequently. At one point we
were aware of slowing down (again),
and found we were pushing a 6 metre
length of plastic drain pipe, across the
bow.
Continuing north the next day, we
passed through Brownhills, which
boasts facilities and shops, to Catshill
Junction, where the Wyrley and
Essington continues north to Anglesey
Basin, next to Cannock Reservoir. This
was once a major coal wharf, and two
of the original steel coal staithes
remain as a rusting testament to this.
Plenty of room to turn, we returned to

Catshill Junction and joined the Daw
End Canal which took us south to
Longwood Boat Club, where the
members had prepared moorings for
us all and made us very welcome with
music and a barbeque.

Unfortunately, here I fell in love. We
had spent two years trying to find a
tug-style boat to buy, failed miserably,
and finally had a sort-of-replica built.
The boat we were moored against was
a 1942 BCN tug called Governor.
Absolutely beautiful. And then it got
worse – somebody mentioned it was
for sale. Just as well we left the next
morning. To rub it in, Governor
features on the cover of the new
Historic Working Boats calendar...
So far we’d all found some little gems
with our props. Plastic bags, fertiliser
bags, bits of old junk, rope and so on.
It just helped remind everybody where
their weed hatches were.
After two days without locks, our next
route took us down the Rushall Locks
and the Rushall Canal. The fleet was
helped down the locks by volunteers
from the BCNS, who did a sterling job,
even flushing additional water down
the flight to top up the bottom pound
as boats were struggling in shallow
water. It’s an interesting experience
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being in an empty lock chamber while
water is being let through. I suggest
that CRT staff wouldn’t be allowed (or
have the nerve) to do this! After
crossing under the M6 (a frequent
occurrence, we found...) we turned
right at Rushall Junction onto the
Tame Valley Canal. A dead straight
line, wide and deep, typical of the
later canals which were engineered for
speed. And speed it was, at last the
boat was in deep water and able to
move freely. The T junction at the end
was unsurprisingly named the Tame
Valley Junction, where we turned
north towards Walsall. The Walsall
canal looked clean, but turned out not
to be so. When we reached our target
for the night, Walsall Town Basin, the
boat felt sluggish so I went down the
hatch for the nth time. This produced
some plastic bags, a piece of blue
rope, and a bright blue sari. It appears
that certain members of the
community take pleasure in casting
saris into the canal as part of some
kind of ceremony. Perhaps these
thoughtless individuals should consider
that, first, their offering is not going to
make it down the Ganges to the sea
and, second, it’s likely to incapacitate
a boat and cause someone a lot of
grief. This one ended up in a Walsall
waste bin. Lots of good eateries, as we
were in the town centre, and apologies
to those unsuspecting boats who
found their destination chock full of
BCN Explorers!
Early starts were in order the next
morning. We had to meet the BCNS
Lock Wheeling Gang who were to take
us through the Walsall flight of 8
locks. All went smoothly, but we were
warned to keep right when leaving the
top lock – the BCNS gang had been
able to shift the armchairs which were

obstructing the channel, but they
couldn’t pull the sofa out because it
was too heavy! Who needs a waste
disposal point when you have a canal?
Soon after, we came to Birchills
Junction which we’d passed earlier on
our way up the Wyrley and Essington.
We headed south on the W & E, to our
overnight stop at Bentley. The Bentley
Canal used to run eastwards from
here, through a heavily industrialised
area, but the local council has filled it
in, flattened all the buildings and built
an enormous car park and shopping
centre. Not a trace of the area’s
heritage remains. Next day we were
addressed by a local councillor called
Phil, who swept his arm across the
modern vista with great pride. I
wanted to ask him when he was going
to restore the Bentley Canal, but I
held back and merely suggested he
provide some kind of interpretation
board as a reminder of the past.
Next day took us along the Old Main
Line to Deepfields Junction, where the
Wednesbury Oak Loop, aka the
Bradley Canal, branches off. Bradley,
by the way, is pronounced ‘Bradeley’ –
so now when you’re next passing, you
can show your local knowledge. As we
turned in, Hazel announced that she’d
lost steering; the prop was completely
fouled by weed. The entire canal, and
the junction, was thick with this weed.
It turned out that the branch is fed
with water pumped from an old coal
mine, which is full of nutrients so the
weed grows exponentially. Some boats
picked this up more than others, and I
think we had it worst - I was down the
hatch 7 times in 2 miles. The reason
for struggling up this canal was that
we were scheduled to visit the CRT
Regional Lockgate Workshops, where
we had a guided tour. Watching the
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craftsmen build gates, just as they’d
been done for the last 200+ years,
was fascinating and educational. But
we had to get back down that goddam
canal next day, so I tried to improve
our situation. My solution was to
deploy DRS, which all you motor
racing enthusiasts will know as Drag
Reduction System. For me though it
was Draught Reduction System. Our
builders had placed a load of heavy
engineering bricks in the stern, as
trimming ballast. So we formed a
chain gang, and removed these bricks
to the safety of the coal box on the
tug deck. This lifted the stern by 3
inches. Fingers crossed...
We set off slowly, just over idle speed,
with the current behind us. The DRS
worked! Only a mere 3 visits to the
weed hatch. Bliss, after the previous
day. Target for tonight was Tipton
Green on the Old Main Line, a pleasant
township close to the Black Country
Living Museum (which we didn’t have
time to visit, unfortunately – next
time, perhaps) Here, the great
attraction was Mad O’Rourke’s Pie
Factory, where we’d all been booked
in for a meal. Unsurprisingly, they
specialise in pies, from normal
versions up to their flagship Desperate
Dan Cow Pie. Those who manage to
eat it all get a certificate! With, I
thought, great restraint, I ordered a
normal pie... If you’re passing, don’t
miss it.
Our final run was from Tipton along
the Old Main Line to Oldbury Junction,
where we made a sharp right turn to
ascend Tat Bank. The Crow, aka
Oldbury Flight, is a short flight of 6
locks leading to the Titford Canal and
the headquarters of the BCNS, in a
restored pump house. By contrast to

Bentley, mentioned earlier, this area
has not been modernised, and retains
a flavour of what I imagine the BCN
should be, albeit with empty buildings
which probably won’t keep the
developers out indefinitely. We
moored opposite a beautiful building,
once a maltings, part of which has
fallen from neglect, but surely ought
to be preserved and rebuilt.

The weekend which followed was
based around celebrations of the
BCNS’s 50th birthday, with
entertainment in the Pump house plus
some great beers. The edge was taken
off things a little by the torrential rain,
but at least there was no shortage of
water!
By this time, we’d had enough of
urbanity and canals under motorways,
and longed for the countryside again.
But there was another pilgrimage to
make... We left the Black Country
behind and headed to Birmingham,
where found a good and safe mooring
at Brindley Place on the Oozells Street
Loop – all brand new and ultramodern. It’s a long run out of
Birmingham, with very few places
where it’s safe to moor overnight, so
we worked down the 13 locks of the
Farmers Bridge Flight, then turned
onto the Digbeth Branch, where
there’s a safe mooring outside the
High Speed Rail Training Centre. But
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also, a short walk away, is Aston
University, which I hadn’t seen since I
left in 1970. The original buildings are
still there, but now surrounded by a
huge expanse of new build. Photos
taken, we retreated to the boat.
As a student, to save the bus fare I
would walk along the towpath of the
Aston Flight to get back to my digs. At
the time, I didn’t expect ever to take
my own boat through the flight, so
we’d looked forward to this. I was
pleasantly surprised to find that much
was still as I remembered. We had,
though, to keep pressing on, for the
first safe mooring was at Curdworth, a
full day’s run. Worth it, though, when
we got there – the rain had stopped,
we moored under trees, and there was
a nice little shop a few hundred yards
away.
Back to what we regard as normal, we
made our way steadily home to the
Soar.

*****
A huge Thank You is due to Brenda
Ward and husband Brian for all the
work they put into organising the
cruise and then leading a motley
crowd around unfamiliar waters
containing all kinds of junk. Likewise,
we were all very grateful to the BCNS
Lock Wheelers, who smoothed the
passage of 20-odd boats through
various flights. But we all should be
grateful to the Society in general, for
their ongoing work in keeping these
fascinating waterways as clear as
practicable.
The Explorer Cruise is highly
recommended and takes place each
year. It’s well worth joining!
(N.B. Next year’s cruise details are on
the BCNS web-site Ed).

Visitor Moorings on the Rivers Trent and
Soar
Improvements to the Visitor
Moorings at Stoke Bardolph
Myself along with a few others from the
facebook group “Visitor Moorings on
the River Trent & Associated
Waterways”
https://www.facebook.com/groups/267
686390376240/ met on site this year
at the Ferry Boat Inn, Stoke Bardolph,
River Trent, to see what could be done
to repair the dilapidated visitor
moorings.

CRT and the Brewery did not know who
owned the adjacent land. After a
google search I found that Severn
Trent Water were the owners of the
freehold. One of their managers agreed
to meet us at a subsequent site
meeting and thanked us for pointing
out the poor state of the timber
quayside as they were liable for any
accidents. After lying derelict for many
years, within 2 weeks they had
replaced all the broken timber decking
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boards and secured them with coach
screws

to allow visiting boats to moor
overnight for a small charge.

Trent Basin
Another project we are progressing is
with the developers of the old Trent
Lane Basin dockyard on the River Tent,
Nottingham. They are building an
urban style housing development
alongside the basin and river. Our
suggestion that they include visitor and
residential moorings in the basin and
along the river frontage was very well
received, and they are now exploring
plans to include these in the future
development proposals.

The Brewery Greene King are now
looking at the possibility of taking on
the lease from Severn Trent Water, in
order to re-instate the rest of the
moorings and tidy up the site to make
an attractive riverside frontage for the
pub. We also met CRT on site who are
now looking to carry out some spot
dredging as deep drafted boats can
occasionally ground at low summer
river levels.

Mountsorrel Staithe
Since this group started in 2016, our
first success was when Beryl McDowall
and I met the developers of the
Mountsorrel Staithe private mooring
basin on the River Soar. They agreed

Trent Basin 2018

Trent Lane Basin, Nottingham.
Another project we are progressing is with
the developers of the old Trent Lane Basin
dockyard on the River Tent, Nottingham.
They are building an urban style housing
development alongside the basin and river.
Our suggestion that they include visitor
and residential moorings in the basin and
along the river frontage was very well
received, and they are now exploring plans
to include these in the future development
proposals.
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commercial barges. The new depot was
intended as a statement about Nottingham
as a trading city and its intention to bolster
and enlarge its hold on what old boatmen
called the “Hull Trade”. This was the
transport of cargo along the Trent to
Nottingham in one direction and from
Nottingham to the rest of the world via
Hull and the North Sea in the other.
The River Trent Navigation was promoted
as “Nottingham’s Highway to the Sea”.

Master Plan of the Trent Basin
development.
The basin area has not yet been finalised
and may be subject to revisions.
The Trent Basin has an interesting history.
The Trent Lane Depot and Dockyard were
built in 1928, after the Trent Navigation
had been improved to accommodate larger

It was a very successful undertaking right
up to the 1970’s when it went into a
steady decline. There were plans in the
late 1970’s to increase the size of the
navigation to accommodate the larger
container shipping directly from the
Europort at Rotterdam. “An industrial
gateway to the Common Market”, as it was
reported at the time, but the plans came
to nothing. The last commercial barge to
use the depot was in 1996. The site then
lay mainly idle until its development
potential was realised and the present
“urban style” housing scheme was started
in 2016.
.

Moving forward
A few years ago CRT did a boaters survey
about usage of the river Trent, and found
(not surprisingly) that the main reason
boaters avoided the river was the
shortage of places to moor up during a
cruise. This resulted in the setting up of
this new facebook group. There are lots
of other potential mooring sites, many
listed in the files section of this facebook
group.
If you would like to see more places to
moor on our local rivers, please request
to join this group

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2676
86390376240/ and get involved. We
already have 55 members but new and
active members are very welcome.
Anyone is welcome to start the ball
rolling on these sites. Just post what you
are doing on the facebook group so we
know who is doing what. You can then
request further support from others incl.
the IWA, RBOA and CRT. No financial
outlay is involved, as we are encouraging
landowners/developers to see the
advantages to them and fund the work
(often minimal) or just give permission to
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moor. I have personally found it very
interesting and rewarding meeting
developers and seeing progress made on
site. As I have found after over 10 years
attending CRT local waterway forums,
CRT don’t have the resources to do this
work but will help us if we make the first
move.

Robert Aspey
IWA Branch Moorings Officer
RBOA Upper Trent Area Rep
Member of Soar Boating Club

Forthcoming events
8th November

Leicester IWA meeting at Gate Hangs Well

16th November

IWA Meeting with Adam Comerford C&RT Hydrologist at Rushcliffe
Arena

17th November

Novelty Race Night First Race 7-30 prompt at SBC

15th December

Christmas Party, at SBC

16th December

Carol Service at Normanton

21st December

Nottingham IWA Christmas Meeting (Talk on the River Lot) at
Rushcliffe Arena

31st December

New Year’s Eve, at SBC

1st January

New Years Day Lunch - SBC

18th January

IWA meeting “Canalway Cavalcade” at Rushcliffe Arena

15th February

IWA AGM and talk on Fens Waterway link at Rushcliffe Arena

16th February

SBC Annual meeting followed by

“

Valentine’s Dance
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